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What is the GoOut! Service Center? 

• Central contact point for study, 

internships and research abroad 

• Result of a 2021 conducted study on 

STEM mobility at Saarland University
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High organizational effort

Lack of information 

Funding

Motivation 

Language skills

Structural  barriers  

Demanding studies (no time)

70% of STEM students are 

interested in going abroad 

BUT



Our solution: various communication strategies 
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• Install centralized information service  

• Inform early (1st semester)

• Help students to plan long term 

• calculation of costs, 

• language strategy, realistic host countries

• Deadlines for programmes and funding 

• Present discipline specific arguments 

• Internationalization strategy, “mobility allies”

• Mobility windows for stays abroad 

• Workshop to increase outgoing mobility

High organizational effort

Lack of information 

Funding

Motivation 

Language skills

Structural  barriers  

Demanding studies (no time)



Implementation at Saarland University
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GoOut! Service Center

• Central contact point for study, internships

and research abroad 

• Opposite the main bus stop on campus 

• „Walk-in“ advising

• Digital or in person appointments

• Follow-up e-mail with links to information 

• User-friendly websites 
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Erfahrungsberichte & „studieren weltweit“ (DAAD)
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Study abroad fair
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Presentation „pathways abroad“ 

•once in German, once in English 

•Exchange programmes 

•Financing 

Student experience reports 

• One student per programme → 4 students 
• Question round 

12 information booths

•Exchange programmes 

•University alliances 

•Language Center, …



BUT: Don’t wait for curiosity - create it! 

• Go to the places where students “need to be” for their studies

• Confront them with their possibilities

• Formally responsible person ≠ motivated multiplier

→ Find your supporters
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Lecture „hijacking“

Professor

• Introduction & support

• Discipline-specific arguments

Student

• Report with many pictures 

• Peer arguments

GoOut!

• Highlight easy access to our services

• Focus on early preparation and finance plan
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Instagram campaigns
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Student reports on faculty level
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Pop-Up Campaign

How to address and motivate STEM students to go abroad? 16.05.2025

• Low cost and low effort 

• Material: 

• Foldable table, x-banner,

• Flyer, giveaways, QR-codes

• Transport: trolley 

• Duration: 2 hours max. 

• Frequence: 

• Twice per month 

• Twice per week, same spot

• Reach: 60-100 people per 

session 



Workshop session: Design your STEM micro-campaign

• Define the campaign‘s goal and target group

• Discuss examples of good practice

• Reflect on available resources

• Find supporters and multipliers, involve stakeholders

• Chose communication channels & message

• Call to action

• Monitor success
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Links

• GoOut! Service Center websites

• Studieren weltweit (DAAD)

• Tag des Auslandsstudiums 

• GoOut! – Instagram

• EUSMAT – Instagram 

• Trinational degree physics
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https://www.uni-saarland.de/global/go-out.html
https://www.studieren-weltweit.de/welt-erleben/
https://www.uni-saarland.de/global/auslandstag.html
https://www.instagram.com/goout_uds/
https://www.instagram.com/eusmat.materials/
https://ci.physik.uni-saarland.de/index_de.php


At the heart of Europe 

and with global reach


	Folie 1: How to address and motivate STEM students to go abroad?
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16: At the heart of Europe  and with global reach  

