
 

 

EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET PLENARY MEETING 

& ERASMUS+ COOPERATION SEMINAR 

7 – 9 October 2026 

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University 

Al-Farabi Avenue 71, 050040 Almaty, Kazakhstan 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME  
(as of 4 August 2026) 

 

Wednesday, 7 October 2026 (Day 1) 

 

12:00  Registration | Light Lunch – Refreshments  

13:30 

 

Welcome & Opening Remarks 

▪ Zhanseit Tuimebayev, Rector, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University 

▪ Andrea Bacher, Austrian Ambassador to Kazakhstan  

▪ Jakob Calice, Managing Director, Austria’s Agency for Education and Interna-
tionalisation (OeAD) 

▪ Josef Strobl, President, Eurasia-Pacific Uninet (EPU) 

14:00 The European Unions’ Global Gateway Initiative: What’s in it for Central, East and 
South Asia? (Keynote) 

Followed by a Panel Discussion on the EU Global Gateway Initiative and its economic 
and Higher Education policy implications  

15:00 Break with Tea & Coffee 

15:30 Introduction of  

▪ Austria as a destination for academic collaboration and science  

▪ The Erasmus+ programme in the field of higher education 
(International Mobility and Capacity Building in Higher Education) 

followed by a Q&A Session 

16:20 Erasmus+ collaboration in practice:  
Project Tandems from Austria and the Region 

17:00 Partner & EPU Project Poster Exhibit and Higher Education Institution Gallery  

Evening Icebreaker Reception 

  



 

 

Thursday, 8 October 2026 (Day 2) 

 

09:30  Opening of Day 2 – addresses  

10:00 Introduction of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet (EPU) 

▪ EPU President 

Stories of Success: The Impact of EPU on Institutional Developments 

▪ Regional Coordinators and Project Leaders 

11:00 Keynote: Universities Without Borders? Academic Connectivity in an Age of 
Fragmentation 

▪ Christopher Gerry, Rector – University of Central Asia 

11:30 Break with Tea & Coffee 

12:00 The Impact of Erasmus+ on National & Regional Developments in  
Higher Education (Keynote) 

followed by response interventions: 

▪ EPU representatives 

▪ Erasmus+ representatives  

▪ Representatives from industry, diplomacy and university leadership 

12:45 Family Photo (all participants) 

13:00 Light Lunch – Refreshments  

14:00 Parallel Sessions 

▪ Regional EPU Round Tables 

▪ Future Perspectives of Erasmus+ 

14:45 Institutional Matchmaking 

▪ Institutional collaboration marketplace in practice 
(including tea & coffee) 

16:00 Parallel Sessions 

▪ For EPU Partners: EPU General Assembly 

▪ For all others: Guided Tour at KazNU 

19:00  Conference Dinner (by invitation) 

 

  



 

 

Friday, 9 October 2026 (Day 3) 

 

09:30 Opening of Day 3 – addresses  

10:00 Horizon Europe: overview of the European Union's funding programme for re-
search and innovation and opportunities for participation (Keynote) 

▪ Manfred Spiesberger, Centre for Social Innovation (ZSI) 

11:00 Break with Tea & Coffee 

11:30 Panel Discussion:  
Reimagining Higher Education in Asia – Shaping Systems for a Changing World 

12:15 Higher Education Institution one-word pitches: Why and How to Connect –  

Wrap-up and closing remarks 

13:00 Farewell Lunch (light lunch) 

Afternoon Social Programme (optional) 

Alternatively: Departure 

 

 


