
 

 

 

Erasmus+ Cooperation Seminar for 

Austrian and Jordanian Higher Education Institutions 

19 – 21 May 2026 

NH Danube City, Wagramer Straße 21, 1220 Vienna 
 

 
PROGRAMME  
 
Tuesday, 19 May 2026 

 
10:30 - 11:00 Registration 
 
11:00 - 11:30 Welcome & Introduction  

Gerhard Volz, Head of International Cooperation in Higher Education, OeAD - 
Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalisation 

H.E. Mohammed Sameer Hindawi, Ambassador of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan 

 Ahmad Abu-el-Haija, Director National Erasmus+ Office Jordan 
 
11:30- 11:50 Overview of the Pact for the Mediterranean 

Stefano Dotto & Charles Raudot de Chatenay, European Commission  
 
11:50 - 12:15 Impact of the participation of Jordan in the Erasmus+ Programme on the  

Higher Education System in the country  
 Ahmad Abu-el-Haija 
 
12:15-12:30 Wrap up of the morning 

 
12:30 - 14:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00 - 14:20 Overview of the Austrian Higher Education System  

Martin Gradl, OeAD - Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalisation 
 
14:20- 14:40 Overview of the Jordanian Higher Education System  
 Mahmoud Alsheyyab, Higher Education Reform Expert  
 
14:40-15:15 Panel: Best Practice - How to succeed?  

Saba Al-Kaseasbeh, Tafila Technical University 
Walaa Younes Al-Smadi, Al-Ahliyya Amman University 
Richard Pirolt, Private University College of Teacher Education of Christian 

Churches of Austria 
  

15:15 - 15:30 Coffee/Tea Break 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
15:30 - 16:30 Support Programmes for Collaboration  

Erasmus+ Mobility Actions: Johanna Halbmayr, OeAD - Austria’s Agency for 
Education and Internationalisation 

Erasmus+ Capacity Building in HE and Erasmus Mundus: Martina Friedrich, OeAD - 
Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalisation 

 
16:30 - 16:50 Coffee/Tea Break 
 
16:50 – 17:15  Quiz 
 Asma Al-Smadi, National Erasmus+ Office Jordan 

Gertraud Kücher, OeAD - Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalisation 
 
17:15- 18:30 Poster session and Gallery Walk (Presentations of the Higher Education Institutions) 

Martina Friedrich 
  
19:00 - 21:00 Dinner Reception (location: event venue) 
 
 
Wednesday, 20 May 2026 

 
09:00 – 09:30 Registration Day 2  
 
09:30 - 09:45 Welcome and Introduction  
 
09:45 - 10:15 National and Regional Priorities of Jordan 
  Asma Al-Smadi 
 
10:15 – 10:30  Coffee break 
 
10:30 - 11:45 Matchmaking Session  
  Martina Friedrich 
 
11:45 - 12:00 Feedback and Questions & Answers 
 
12:00 - 13:30 Lunch break 
 
13:30 - 14:40 Thematic Impulses  
  World Heritage, Tourism and Sustainability: Suleiman Farajat, University of Jordan  

Climate Change Communication: Thawab Hilal, University of Salzburg 
Synergies in Erasmus + | Sustainable Partnerships: Leopold Kögler-Vencour, 
University of Applied Sciences St. Pölten 
Resilient Infrastructure & Climate-smart Policies: Melad Olaimat, Al al-Bayt 
University  

 
14:40 – 15:00 Wrap up of the Seminar 
 
15:00 – 15:30 Break 
 

 



 

 

 
 
15:30 – 16:00 Walk to the UN premises and security check at the VIC 
 
16:00 - 18:00 Cultural Programme: Tour of the UN Vienna as well as meeting with representatives 
 
18:00 – 19:00 Walk to the Residence of the Ambassador 

 
19:00 - 21:00 Dinner Reception at the Residence of the Ambassador 

hosted by the Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Residence of the Ambassador: Rooseveltplatz 4-5, Top 9, 1090 Vienna 

 
 
Moderator: Veronika Kulaga, OeAD - Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalisation 

 
 
Thursday, 21 May 2026 

 
08:00  Departure from NH Hotel (for Jordanian HEI) 
 
09:20  Arrival at the University of Applied Sciences St. Pölten 
 
09:30 - 12:00 Site visit at the University of Applied Sciences St. Pölten (for Jordanian HEI) 
 
12:00 - 13:00 Lunch break at the University of Applied Sciences St. Pölten 
 
13:00 - 14:30 Return to Vienna  

(Meeting point for the sightseeing tour: the inner castle gate on the right-hand side, 
looking towards the two equestrian statues Wien - Google Maps) 

 
14:30 - 16:30  Sightseeing tour (end point: at the Stephansplatz) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arrival Day: 18 May 2026 / Departure Day 22 May 2026 (for Jordanian participants) 

 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Heldenplatz+21%2F4,+1010+Wien/@48.2056887,16.3630395,3a,75y,162.49h,79.88t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1s83VJ4tvGtpSZBh6S7w8jCA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D10.121583677566093%26panoid%3D83VJ4tvGtpSZBh6S7w8jCA%26yaw%3D162.48614110255699!7i16384!8i8192!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x476d0790aaca9f7f:0xc9b8a532e4d2e43a!2sHeldenplatz!8m2!3d48.2065038!4d16.3634617!16zL20vMDUwNnpx!3m5!1s0x476d079a09bd9de5:0x9810957fd542b109!8m2!3d48.2056477!4d16.3626969!16s%2Fg%2F11b8v6_lqp?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

